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Middle School students need plenty of interaction to help settle them into a different school scene.  Some are just coming out of elementary school and still need more attention than older grades.  They will need to begin learning teamwork and how to work well with others.  The instructional strategy we will use in our lesson will assure that interaction is used.  After learning about ethnic music and instruments in the full class setting, students will be put in small groups for the remainder of this lesson.  They will have hands on experience with ethnic instruments, educating them about other cultures, and the fact that they get to perform on these instruments will give them an outlet for any pent up energy they may have.


Using video and audio clips in our presentation will help students in various ways.  Students that learn well with the help of visual representations rather than verbally will benefit from the video clips we have provided.  Students will be able to see a few of the instruments being played and will get a better feel of how their history and structure affects their sound.  By listening to the audio clips in the power point students will be able to get a feel for what they sound like rather than being told that a didgeridoo has a deep, throaty sound.  They can hear the instrument being played and can make an opinion of their own of what they feel about what they heard.

NCSCOS:

COMPETENCY GOAL 3: The learner will improvise melodies, variations, and accompaniments. (National Standard 3)

Objectives
3.01 Improvise melodies.

3.02 Improvise rhythmic variations of given melodies.

3.03 Improvise short melodies while accompanied by specified patterns.

3.04 Show respect for the improvisational efforts of others.

COMPETENCY GOAL 6: The learner will listen to, analyze, and describe music. (National Standard 6)

Objectives
6.01 Identify specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology.

6.02 Identify elements of music in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures.

6.03 Identify the basic principles of meter, rhythm, and tonality in analyses of music.

6.04 Demonstrate auditory perceptual skills by conducting, moving, answering questions about, and describing aural examples of music.

6.05 Show respect while listening to and analyzing music.

COMPETENCY GOAL 8: The learner will understand relationships between music, the other arts, and content areas outside the arts. (National Standard 8)

Objectives
8.01 Identify similarities and differences in the meanings of common terms used in dance, music, theatre arts, and visual arts including line, color, texture, form/shape, rhythm, pattern, mood/emotion, theme, and purpose.

8.02 Describe ways in which the concepts and skills of other content areas taught in the school including English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies are related to those of music.

8.03 Demonstrate the character traits of responsibility, self-discipline, and perseverance while informally or formally participating in music.

COMPETENCY GOAL 9: The learner will understand music in relation to history and culture. (National Standard 9)

Objectives
9.01 Identify the distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles from a variety of cultures.

9.02 Describe how elements of music are used in various exemplary musical compositions.

9.03 Compare across several cultures of the world and in history, the functions of music, roles of musicians, and conditions under which music is typically performed.

9.04 Show respect for music from various cultures and historical periods.

Students will get into this lesson by hands on experiences with instruments.  Not only will they see demonstrations of the instruments, but they will get to perform on them as well. After reviewing the demonstrations, they will be allowed to try the instruments themselves. If all goes well, they will then work in groups to make up their own short music compositions with rhythms and sounds.  Each group should have enough instruments to allow for each student to have their own, as to not get bored with the exercise. The teacher can work with some of the groups to help them get started, by showing simple rhythmic patterns. This is mostly an experimental exercise, so not everything the students do has to be “correct.” By watching, learning, and doing, the students meet several standards, while using the cross-disciplinary and cultural engine to promote their learning.
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