Lauren Shook

CI 3850

Goodman M 5:00

Lit Auto II

What Literacy Means to Me


Doing this project made me understand how important it is that we as teachers understand what literacy is and what it means to us and our students.  The textbook definition of literacy is the ability to read and write, but I now know that people are literate in ways not limited to reading and writing.  Our education and life experiences shape us into the people we become and how we interact with others.  Literacy is not just about how much you can write and how little or much you can read.


My literacy autobiography video showed how I am literate in reading, writing, interacting with family and friends, and in music.  I am literate through my experience in band and chorus.  My concentration is music and I have to know a lot about theory, playing, and expression in my field.

Misty’s video had titles and captions throughout the length of it.  They were too small to read, but I gathered from her camera shots that she is literate in cars and mechanics.  I found it interesting that both of us are considered literate in reading and writing but are literate in things completely opposite from each other.  In our group discussion we talked about how I could not tell a piston from an axle and how she can’t tell allegro from adagio.

Jessica’s video was also interesting to watch.  She noted that being literate is not limited to just people.  Jessica considers herself literate in snowboarding, animals, rock climbing, and in physical education.  She discussed what physical education teachers must know in order to teach.  I gathered from her video that she is very athletic and can tell me a lot about exercises I can to do stay in shape and be fit.

Chris Serina was also in our group but I could not view his video.  The browser said the link did not contain any data when I clicked on it.  In our group discussion though, Chris and I found we have a lot in common with each other.  We are both very literate in music and know a lot about the combined elements needed to make a piece of music.

Where people come from and their cultural background has a lot to do with what they are literate in.  Where I had access to music all my life, I did not have access to knowledge about cars like Misty did.  I was surrounded with people who had knowledge in music and could help me learn more about it.  I was not raised in an environment where people could tell me how to farm or fix my car.  I learned a lot from my parents, who were also brought up in families and surroundings that did not have access to either of those.  

Our group discussion made me appreciate literacy as a whole.  People stereotype blue collar workers as not having as much education as others.  I didn’t agree with that stereotype before, but I began thinking how grateful I am that there are people in the world that know how to do things that I don’t know how to do.  If people like Misty didn’t know how to fix cars and tell me the difference between a piston and an axle, I don’t know how I would get anywhere in life.  My car gets me everywhere I need to go.  This discussion helped me understand just how important it is to be literate in things other than books and words.  I truly believe there are more aspects to being literate than just reading and writing.

In order for my students to understand this concept I will use this project as an example.  I will show my students some of the videos and explain that just because someone doesn’t know something they know, they are not dumb.  The other student may know something they don’t.  I will explain that diverse backgrounds do not give us an excuse to tease, but an excuse to understand.  In order to appreciate literacy, we must understand that it does not mean having the ability to read and write.
