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CI 3850

Media Literacy Lesson

Topic and Subject Area:  Music

Scope and Context:  1- 50 minute lesson

Materials:  Disney’s Robin Hood DVD, DVD player, paper, crayons

Rationale:  I believe music affects our everyday lives.  We hear it on TV, radio, walking to class, and even in classes.  The media uses songs, jingles, and instrumentation to portray certain feeling to the audience.  Showing films and clips to students allows them to expand their views on how media does have a large impact in society.  Slow, lyrical music makes us feel melancholy and content.  Faster, livelier music makes us feel energetic and happy.  The media must match genres and types of music to movies and commercials for the audience to understand what they are seeing and like it.  In order to show students how music is used in media I am going to use a clip from Robin Hood.  I will use the Robin Hood theme and the slower, ballad, Nottingham.  This lesson will meet core standard 2 and Technology Standard 2 and 5, and Music Standard 8.  This lesson will also follow the media literacy key concepts of media constructions, media values and ideals, media content, and media creates meaning.

Core Standard 2:  Teachers know how to teach students through various methods, peer-to-peer teaching, and communication, thinking, and problem solving.

Technology Standard 2: Teachers plan and design effective learning environments and experiences supported by technology.

Technology Standard 5:  Teachers use technology to enhance their productivity and professional practice.

NCDPI Music Standard 8:  Identify ways in which the principles and subject matter of other content areas taught in the school are related to those in music.

Instructional Strategy and Lesson Outline:  I will begin the lesson by asking my students to take out a piece of paper and something to write with.  I will tell them I am going to play several excerpts from different pieces of music and want them to write down or draw how the music makes them feel.  I will choose a slow piece, an instrumental piece, a rock piece, and a fast pop piece.  After they have done this, I will ask them to share what they put on their paper.  Did anything specific in the music make them feel this way (ie: instruments, rhythm, sounds)?  I will explain that the media uses music to convey different emotions to us.  I will mention that society relates certain pieces of music to certain things.  “Pomp and Circumstance” is associated with graduations, “Here Comes the Bride” is associated with weddings, and “Taps” is associated with funerals.  I will play the clips from Robin Hood without showing the film (the TV will be turned around).  I will ask the students for feedback on what they think is going on by gathering inferences from the music they hear.  After discussing what they think is going on, I will show them the clip.  I will ask them to pay attention to what the scene is and to pay attention to the types of music being used (whistles vs. guitar).  I will get their opinion on the music chosen for the scene and ask if there is anything they would change.  I will also ask if they might know why they chose to use the music they did and how another piece or transition may change the feel of the clip.  To wrap up the lesson, I will ask my students if they can give me examples of other films or forms of media that use music as a major part of their advertisement.  This will include a summary discussion of the clip we watched and how media uses music to grasp society’s interest.

Assessment:  I will collect the papers the students write/draw on when listening to the music at the beginning of the lesson.  I will assure understanding, participation, and comprehension of the lesson by getting feedback from each student.  

