1. Our presentation uses a variety of instructional strategies to meet the needs of all of our students. We used inquiry, brainstorming, games, and crafts in our presentation. The whole point of the presentation is to inquire into the similarities of Mexican and American crafts and music. After talking about pottery, students will get the chance to look at two types of pottery and come up with the similarities and differences between the two pieces. We also included a short quiz game for students to make sure that they understood what they had learned about piñatas. Students will also be given the chance to create their own maraca during the presentation and will get a hands on experience.  

2. Our presentation focuses on visual and auditory learners.  This is especially important in elementary grades because many children do not have the cultural references that older students have.  They have no concept of what “Mexican” art would look like and our presentation gives them a basis for their experiences with traditional Mexican art.  Our presentation also benefits kinesthetic learners because they are not only moving the mouse but also making maracas with their hands.  

3. NC Standard Course of Study, Social Studies, Fifth Grade

Competency Goal 3: The learner will examine the roles various ethnic groups have played in the development of the United States and its neighboring countries.

Objective 3.07 Describe art, music, and craft forms in the United States and compare them to various art forms in Canada, Mexico, and selected countries of Central America.

4.  Our lesson consists of a power point.  Within the power point, one main slide leads to different topics by clicking on an appropriate picture.  Other pictures lead to websites that give detailed information about the subject matter.  Another slide leads to a Word document that contains a chart for comparing and contrasting Mexican and American pottery.  We have included a craft activity to make maracas with the students.  There are two small, interactive games within the PowerPoint.  In the music section, we have included several audio clips of Mexican and Mexican-influenced American music.  We will also encourage student involvement by asking questions and allowing for student/teacher interaction.
