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Literacy is defined in many diverse ways.  The traditional definition is that literacy means being able to read and write and this is the definition that I have identified with in my video.  Each person in my group has a different version of what their literacy is.  Magan defines her literacy in terms of her dancing ability.  Holly considers herself not literate in the conventional sense in math and science, but she is able to apply those concepts in her literate area, art.  Alex considers himself literate in several things, including cooking, poetry, and places an importance on historical literacy.  I place my literacy on my ability to read well and the influence of my family upon that aspect of my literacy.  My group showed me that there are numerous ways of looking at literacy, some of which overlap or have partial definitions.  

Being aware of different literacies is vital as a future educator because children learn in varied ways.  One child might be literate in visual arts and media, while another might be literate in hands-on activities.  It is important to be able to tailor the curriculum and teaching methods to individual students so that not only do they have a better chance at understanding the subject matter, they also become aware of different types of literacies.  By treating students individually and acknowledging and encouraging their diversities, a teacher can create a healthier, more effective classroom.  

In my group, we had a discussion about the difference between being “literate” and “proficient” in a subject.  This was very intriguing to me because in my eyes, they meant the same thing but had distinctly separate connotations.  We decided that being literate in a subject didn’t just mean being capable of talking about and using the subject, but that literacy implied a certain amount of enjoyment.  In each of our videos, we chose to talk about something that we were not only literate in, but something that we enjoyed doing and something that we were passionate about.  We agreed that in order to become literate, you have to have a lot of practice in that area.  We don’t willingly do things that we don’t enjoy, so therefore we practice and become literate in things that we are passionate about.  This relates back to a classroom because in order to get students to not only be proficient but literate at a subject, you need to inspire passion in them.  This might include relating a subject to another subject that the student is passionate about.  For example, if a little boy loves everything about frogs, a teacher can make up math problems, science lessons, stories, and numerous other activities involving frogs.  That little boy will become passionate about school because of its association with frogs.  

My group didn’t have time to talk about culture but it’s obvious from my own video that my culture has had a huge influence on my literacy.  In my culture, namely my family, everyone reads.  My parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, older cousins, and older sister all modeled a love of reading that we all share.  In my family culture, it is the norm to read constantly for fun.  I wasn’t aware when I was younger that in American culture, this is not always the norm.  People I know now think it’s weird that I read so much, to the point where in grade school; I was ashamed to let people know just how much I read.  American culture is face-paced and based on instant gratification.  A book isn’t always enough to keep people’s attention.  American culture also is highly visual, mainly through TV and movies.  In reading a book, a person has to imagine the visual aspect in their head.  Most people do not have the time or patience for that sort of activity.  

This is possibly one of the reasons why schools are still print-based and ignore other literacies.  I believe schools sometimes hold the philosophy “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!”  They see that most students are getting along just fine with the present version of literacy, so why spend all the time and money on just a few students that most likely have lots of other problems working against them.  It’s much easier to see if a child can read and write and easier to test, as compared to other versions of literacy that are abound in young children.  Most people (myself included) are only recently aware of other types of literacies.  I think the key is to make the general public aware of the different types of literacies and stress the fact that all learners are different and what might work for one child may not be acceptable to use with another child.  


The term literacy is often misunderstood and highly inclusive word.  People are literate in numerous areas that change throughout their lives.  My literacy is reading and my culture has had a huge influence on it.  American culture and our schools have an influence on our students’ literacies as well.  School must learn to recognize and encourage different literacies to help students become passionate about that subject and school in general.  If we can achieve this, teachers and schools will become much more effective in teaching students.
