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Purpose: 
The purpose of this mini-lesson is to introduce students to the concept of alliterations.  Since there are many examples in this book of alliteration, the purpose of this lesson is not only to familiarize the students with the concept, but also to give them a chance to practice it themselves.  

Standards:

North Carolina Standard Course of Study:

Competency Goal 5: The learner will respond to various literary genres using interpretive and evaluative.

5.01 Increase fluency, comprehensive, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive reading program by: reading literature and other materials selected by the teacher.

5.02 Study the characteristics of literary genres through: reading a variety of literature and other text, exploring how the author’s choice and use of a genre shapes the meaning of the literary work.

Competency Goal 6: The learner will apply conventions of grammar and language usage.

6.01 Demonstrate an understanding of conventional written and spoken expression by: extending vocabulary knowledge by learning and using new words, and developing an awareness of language conventions and usage during oral presentations.

Script:
Okay class, would everyone please come sit on the floor in front of the class for me?  Today I am going to read this book to you titled, The Book of Shadow Boxes: A Story of the ABC’s.  I know you have probably all read ABC books before either when you were a child, or maybe recently to a younger child or sibling.  But this book is a little different.  This entire book is written in alliteration.  Can anyone tell me what alliteration is?

No.

Alliteration is when a group of words all start with the same letter, such as, “The windy weather withered the Water-lilies.”  And this book has alliterations for every letter in the alphabet.  So let’s go ahead and start the book.

*Read the book to the students, showing them the pictures and allowing them to see the words on each page to visualize what alliteration looks like as well as how it sounds.  

Okay class, now we are going to try some alliterations of our own.  I want you to count off by fives and I want group one in the front right corner, group two in the back right corner, group three in the back left corner, group four in the front left corner, and group five right in the middle of the room.  Once you get in your groups, I want you to take the poster board in front of you and write at least six of your own alliterations.  Once you have all finished, we will share these with the class.

*Divide them into groups and give them about 5-10 minutes to complete the assignment and then bring them back together as a class to share.    


Okay, now will each group share their two favorite alliterations that they wrote on their poster board.

*Allow each group to share two sentences.

Good job class.  Now does everyone feel like they understand alliterations.  Could you identify one in a book if you were asked to do so?  Besides children’s books, where else might you use alliterations?

Poetry.
Very good.  Many poets use alliterations in their poetry to make it flow together better.  Anywhere else.

In our writing or a book.

Good.  You could very well use it in any type of writing possibly to emphasis a particular event, feeling.  Foe example, which one of these descriptions helps you see the setting better?  “The wind whipped wildly around us”, or “The wind was blowing hard”?

The first one.  Because you can kind of hear the wind in the words.

You are right; it can be very effective sometimes in drawing the reader into what is going on or happening at the moment.  Any questions?

No.

Good, now let’s get started on our writing for the day.

Relationship to Needs of Young Adolescents:

Sixth graders are in a very drastic time of change in their lives from childhood to adolescents and they still wish to hold onto some aspects of childhood and be allowed to be children again, even for just a few minutes; as a result, they love being read to because they can return to that simple childhood feeling.  Students of this age benefit greatly from both hands on activities and working with others so they can teach and learn from each other, but also still need solid examples. With this in mind, this lesson is appropriate by using an extensive demonstration and then allowing them to work together to produce their own reflection of what they have just learned.   
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