Craft

Brainstorming

Time: 30 minutes

Materials:

  
Paper (blank, no lines)


Markers


Pens


Pencils

Purpose:


This mini lesson is designed to get the wheels turning. Students will use the material presented in this mini lesson to get started on their next writing assignment. This lesson offers students many ways of obtaining a topic or subject for pieces they are writing. This lesson will prepare students for the upcoming “Free Write Friday.” Free Write Friday, is a special day designed for students to start writing more personal stories, poems, and essays. This day will allow for personal and professional growth as a reader and writer. Students will make a special place for their “Free Write Friday” pieces in their writing folders. This lesson is designed to give students a special time to grow as a writer in a professional and personal way.

Introduction: 5 minutes

Today we are going to talk about different ways of inventing new writing subjects and topics. One way we might do this is to Brainstorm. Can anyone give me their idea or definition of what brainstorming is? (Allow time for students to share). To me, brainstorming is a way to get your creative juices flowing. Many times as a writer, I have experienced writers block. Do you know what writers block is? (Teacher can explain personal account of writers block with students and how what you did to overcome it). Brainstorming allows me to open myself up and search myself as a writer to begin writing. I hope that today’s mini lesson will give you the opportunity to explore your creative side and offer you ways to invent topics and subjects for your writing.  Some of the strategies that I use while brainstorming are journal entries, free writes, lists, graphic organizers, post it notes, and a tape recorder. 

Exercise: 20 minutes

As you all know, “Free Write Friday” will be starting this week. I want to use this class time to help prepare you for Friday. At the front of the room, I have black printer paper for you to use, along with colored pencils and markers. I would like for you to take about three pieces of the paper and use any writing utensil to start brainstorming for your next writing piece. This can be any form of writing, such as poetry, creative writing, autobiographical, or fiction. I want you to use this time to be prepared for Friday. I want you to work individually and quietly. Let me know when you have a topic. Afterwards, you can begin writing. I want you to leave these writings in your writing folder before you leave class. (After students are on task and writing, you may want to model brainstorming with them. This will show that you practice these exercises too and that they are important). 

Objectives: 
NCSCS: 

Competency Goal 1: The learner will use language to express individual perspectives drawn from personal or related experience. 

Strand: Expressive: Narrate fictional/autobiographical accounts. Explore expressive materials. Interact in groups. Use reflection.
NCTE/IRA:

5. Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.
11. Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 
* This lesson provides techniques for students to use during writing workshops and personal writings. By “brainstorming,” students are opening themselves up as a writer. They are exploring many possible ideas to use as they find topics to write about. 

