Jeanie Boyette

RE 3150

Craft Mini-Lesson
Class/Subject: ___Language Arts_____/ Setting mini-lesson_______________________
Block/Period: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

Overview:  This mini lesson could be completed prior to reading a book where the setting is an integral part of the story. The mini lesson could also be completed prior to a fiction writing assignment.

Purpose:  To explain that setting is the time and place of the action of the story, to detail how setting can be used, and show what type of story items can reveal setting characteristics. Also, to show how setting can be used to set the mood for readers.
Objectives of Lesson: 

· 5.02 Study the characteristics of literary genres (fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry) through exploring what impact literary elements have on the meaning of the text such as the influence of setting or the problem and its resolution.

· NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS  

Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions,   style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

· NL-ENG.K-12.5 COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES  

Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.
Time required: 52 minutes

Materials Needed:

Drawing paper, colored pencils, students need a “mini-lesson note sheet” so they can take notes for their writing folder, write the following passage on the board:

“On a rainy November morning in 1776, a soldier trod a solitary path along a road in western Virginia. His gait was slot, and his face---barely visible beneath untold layers of grime---betrayed an anguished, exhausted expression.”

Getting Started/Warm-Up Activity: (10 minutes)
Teacher: “You need a blank mini-lesson note sheet. Today’s mini-lesson is on setting, so go ahead and write setting on the subject line of your note sheet. This should go in your writing folder when we are finished. In today’s mini-lesson, we will look at the importance of the setting to a story. Someone tell me what the setting of a story is.”

Student A: “It is the scene where the story takes place.”

Teacher: “Yes, it is the scene where the story takes place. What else is the setting?”

Student B: “It is the set, the house or the town or the buildings---all of that.”

Teacher: “Yes, it is. Setting is the time and place of the action of the story. Why is setting important?”

Student C: “Because it tells you where something happened.”

Teacher: “The setting does tell you where something happened. Let’s look at the passage on the board.” Read the passage to the class allowing the mood of the weather and soldier to come through your voice.  
“On a rainy November morning in 1776, a soldier trod a solitary path along a road in western Virginia. His gait was slot, and his face---barely visible beneath untold layers of grime---betrayed an anguished, exhausted expression.”

Teacher: “Where does the story take place?”

Student B “During the American Revolution?”

Teacher: “Since the passage does not say anything about the American Revolution, how do you know it is during the American Revolution?”

Student B: “It talks about a soldier, and it’s 1776. The American Revolution took place in 1776. You know it is in America because it talks about Virginia.”

Teacher: “That is correct. What do you think is going to happen in this story? Is it a happy story or a sad story?”
Student D: “A sad story.”

Teacher: “What clues from this passage tell you it is a sad story?”

Student A: “It’s rainy, and he is upset.”

Teacher: “Tell me how you know he is upset.”

Student A: “He is dirty, and he is exhausted”

Teacher: “That’s correct. That is what setting does for a story. As a reader, you get an idea of how the scene looks, but you also get an idea for the mood of the story by the way the writer describes the setting.”  

Introduction:
(2 minutes)
Teacher: “As we have identified, setting is the time and place of the action of a story.

The setting may be specific and detailed and introduced at the very beginning of the story, or it may be suggested through the use of details scattered throughout they story. Many things in a story can tell you about the setting. Customs, manners, clothing, scenery, weather, geography, buildings, and methods of transportation are all part of setting. The importance of setting differs from story to story.”

Guided Practice (teacher/student): (10 minutes)
Teacher: “Setting can be a backdrop in a story, or it can be an integral part of the story. For example, the setting in the passage on the board tells us that the soldier was walking on a road on a rainy November morning in western Virginia. Close you eyes and imagine yourself walking down this road on a rainy November morning in western Virginia. Tell me how you feel.”

Student B: “It’s cold.”

Student A: “My clothes are wet and heavy.”

Teacher: “In this case the setting is an integral part of setting the mood of the story. This is one way setting can be used. Remember to write notes on your setting note sheet.”  (write on the board “1. setting as an integral part of story”)

Teacher: “Another way that setting can be used in a story is to illuminate a character. Can you think of a book we have read where the setting changed the way a character normally acted?”

Student C: “In Bridge to Terabithia when Jesse swings on the rope to cross the creek and becomes the king of Terabithia his character changes because of his setting.”
Teacher: “That is an excellent example of setting illuminating a character.” (write on the board “2. setting can illuminate a character)

Teacher: “Setting can also act as an antagonist. Brian’s wilderness setting is a good example of this in Hatchet. Brian’s setting was opposing him because he had no food or shelter. He had to work hard to protect himself from the wilderness. Can you think of another example of setting acting as an antagonist?”

Student E: “When the Watson’s went to Birmingham, and the younger brother almost drowned, the river was the antagonist.”

Teacher: “That is correct, in this scene the river was the antagonist. That is good Student E.” (write on the board “3. setting as an antagonist”)

Teacher: “Here is the last way we are going to look at how setting can work in a story. Setting can symbolize a figurative meaning. For example, Brian’s wilderness in Hatchet could also symbolize his life as lonely, painful, and cold since the divorce of his parents because Brian was in a wilderness physically and emotionally.” (write on the board “4. setting symbolizing a figurative meaning”)
Independent Practice (student): (25 minutes)
Teacher: “Now you are going to practice interpreting a writers setting and creating a setting for a reader. Think about what you want the reader to know about your scene---the time and the place of your story. First of all, select a partner.” 

Teacher: “Now, each one of you will describe on a piece of paper a favorite setting. Take about five minutes to do this. Use complete sentences and remember to think about what you want the reader to know about your time and place.” 
Teacher: “When you are finished, exchange papers. After you exchange papers, draw a picture of the setting described by your partner. You have ten minutes to complete the drawing. Use colors in your drawing that you visualize even if the writer does not mention color. This is what setting can do for a reader---paint visual images that are not explicitly written.”  

Teacher: “Okay, stop drawing now and discuss with your partner their interpretation of what was described. Analyze the drawing to see where the interpretations were similar, where they differed, and why. Specifically, the drawer should show words from the writing and tell what image the word choice evokes.”

Teacher: “Now, I want three or four partners to share their written and drawn descriptions. First the writer should read the description, and then the artist will display the drawing and tell what words from the description where used when creating the drawing. What did you learn about how your words were used to create the drawing?”

Closure: (5 minutes)
Teacher: “Through this mini-lesson on setting, you have learned four different ways that setting can be used in a story. You have learned that setting is the time and the place where the action takes place in the story. You have also had an opportunity to practice a setting description and seeing how a reader visualizes the setting you described. Write on your setting mini-lesson note sheet how you plan to use setting in a story. Place this setting mini-lesson in your writing folder, and select one of your pieces to revise the setting.”
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