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DESCRIPTIVE/SURVEY RESEARCH

Questions for Critique
The following questions are designed to ensure that descriptive/survey research meets high standards of quality. These questions for critique are focused on method, as conducting questionnaires or interview to gather data are the actually complex methods for collecting data in descriptive/survey research.

After reading the two assigned texts for descriptive/survey research, answer the following questions about the research article. These questions will help you to determine to what extent the survey design used in the research article is of high quality.

1. Who is the target population?

2. What were the sampling procedures? Why were they used?

3. Why was the particular sample chosen?

4. How does the type of survey match the research questions or hypothesis?

5. Did the researchers use a questionnaire or interview survey? Why was that particular instrument selected? 

6. How are reliability and validity of the instrument established?

7. How was the instrument administered? (Dates, procedures for collection, follow-up procedures)

8. Is a sample of the instrument provided so that readers can evaluate the construction of the questions?

9. To what extent are the conclusions related to their research questions? Are the conclusions appropriate to the results? 

10. To what extent are the implications and generalizations appropriate, or not?

11. Are limitations acknowledged? Are there other limitations that are not mentioned?

