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Experimental Design
Questions for Critique

Read the Neuman chapter on experimental research to learn more about this specific type of quantitative design. Then, read the experimental research article by Self-Brown & Matthews, Effects of Classroom Structure on Student Achievement Goal Orientation. Answer the following questions in order to critique the research article:

1. Is the hypothesis clearly stated; if so, what is it? 

2. How is the hypothesis grounded in theory/previous research? 

3. Does the experiment have a powerful intervention? If so, what is it?

4. Does the experiment employ few treatment groups? Is the treatment group fully explained?

5. Who is the treatment group, and what did they gain from the intervention?

6. How did the researcher derive the number of participants per group? (Sampling)

7. How reliable were the instruments?

8. How did the researcher control for threats to internal validity?

