RES 5000

Homework for 2/12

Next week’s topic is descriptive/survey research. We are going to “meet” on our class Blogsite (you may access the class Blog from my website under the teaching link). To prepare for our Blog meeting, please do the following:

1. Read the texts as indicated on the syllabus (Gay, Mills, & Airasian and Jacobson, Reutzel, & Hollingsworth).

2. Answer the questions for critique, provided in class. You can write these down, answer them in your head, meet with a cohort member over coffee to discuss them. The point is to practice critiquing the article. I will not collect this part of the homework, but it will help you to prep for the midterm. And, we can discuss anything that you need further clarification with on the 19th.

3. Now the creative part! ( You will prepare a posting for our Blog. Your post will be a descriptive/survey research idea that you could imagine yourself doing in your school. You won’t get into the nitty-gritty method of it all, but you should write a general description of what you would do, why you would do it, and what you would hope to learn. Apply concepts from the readings to help you along.

4. Let these “process” questions guide you:

a. What is an issue in your school/community that you would like to address through collecting data via a self-report survey? (Remember, it’s an issue that you want to know “why” about – you just want to describe the issue, not establish causality or show correlation). Practice your skills in writing it as a research question (use the research questions in the article as a model – notice that they begin with “what”).

b. Who would you survey, and why?

c. Would you use a questionnaire or interview? Why?

d. How would you administer it? Why?

e. How would you use the results?

5. Keep the narrative writing of this idea to 500 words or so – 3 or 4 paragraphs. Don’t go overboard, but don’t be sketchy.

6. Post your entry using the instructions on the reverse side of this handout. Be sure to give your entry a snazzy title (not “Survey Assignment”).

7. THE DEADLINE FOR POSTING IS 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12!!

8. You should comment on three of your colleague’s posts. To do so, follow the directions on the reverse side of this handout. Comments should be substantive (not, “Hey, great idea!”). Your comments should be conversational and engaging, rather than a short, simple, acknowledgement of or agreement with the writer’s ideas. Make concerted attempts to extend your colleagues’ ideas in your comments. Draw from your own experiences to make connections to your colleagues’ ideas. Offer new perspectives.

9. THE DEADLINE FOR COMMENTING IS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15!!

