Development of Literacy for Learning[image: image2]
RE 4030 – HMHEC
Appalachian State University 

Spring 2009
Instructor:  Shari Lynn Smiley
Telephone: 828.773.4267
E-mail: smileysl@appstate.edu
Course Website:  http://faculty.rcoe.appstate.edu/smileysl
Class Meetings:  Wednesday 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Off – Campus Office Hours: Before Class By Appointment Please
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Course Description:  This course further develops topics covered in RE 3030, Foundations of Literacy, with special attention to upper elementary grades (3-6).  Topics explored in this course include reading comprehension and vocabulary development, instructional strategies to promote development in all language arts (reading, writing, listening, speaking, visually representing), effective methods to integrate language arts across the curriculum, and reading/writing assessment.  Several projects will be developed for implementation during the field experience to put into practice concepts and strategies learned in the course.

Course Overview:  Beginning readers and writers need to develop an understanding of the alphabetic principle in order to decode words. They must begin to use their knowledge of how letters represent sounds and how those letters and sounds make up words.  Through focused word study, shared, guided, and independent reading and writing, they build an understanding about written language and develop their print processing skills.  This is the foundation for using literacy – reading and writing – to learn.  As students solidify their print processing skills (decoding accurately and automatically) and make meaning from the text, they become more proficient readers.  When most students reach grades 3-6, they are ready to focus their attention on using reading as a tool to learn information.  The texts they read include both fiction and non-fiction.

How do you (as their teacher) assess students’ reading fluency and work knowledge?  How can you support students in their efforts to understand, interpret, and respond to literature and expository texts in meaningful and creative ways?  What kinds of assignments do you create, and how do you assess the work that students do?  How do you determine the appropriate instructional leveled material that students should be reading? 
This course is designed to help you begin developing answers to these questions and try out instructional methods with students.  It is also an opportunity for you to participate in a social constructivist learning environment - a setting in which the primary focus is both individual and collaborative student efforts to construct meaning from texts.

Course Objectives:

( Work as members of a community of learners who care about and enjoy our collaboration

( Build a deeper understanding of the kinds of texts students in grades 3-6 are expected to read
( Become familiar with the kinds of teacher and student resources used to teach reading/language arts
( Build an understanding of instructional strategies, including questioning/discussion, which support student comprehension of texts
( Build an understanding of vocabulary development and instructional strategies to support that development, including elements of word study such as word roots and affixes
( Build a deeper understanding of writing and aspects of the craft of writing, including the conventions of grammar, mechanics, and usage
( Develop thoughtful and motivating language arts assignments and rubrics related to children’s literature and content-area texts, including integrated unit plans and weekly lesson plans for before, during, and after reading

( Become aware of specific assessments that help teachers determine students’ reading levels and the kinds of resources and participation structures that allow for all students to read at their instructional levels

( Become aware of professional resources and organizations that support and inspire language arts teachers

( Become familiar with the social constructivist nature of comprehension

( Develop an understanding of how to integrate language arts across the curriculum

( Develop an understanding of how to weave technology into language arts

( Become familiar with the North Carolina Standard Course of Study for English/Language Arts, and North Carolina writing assessments

Course Materials: 

Required Texts-

Notebook Know-How: Strategies for the Writer’s Notebook 

by Aimee Buckner

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis

Rose’s Journal by Marissa Moss

Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse

Spike! The Journey of a Boy and his Dog during the Great Depression

By James C. McKay

The Gardener by Sarah Stewart

Children of the Dust Bowl: The True Story of the School at Weedpatch Camp by Jerry Stanley
Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaree King Mitchell
Recommended- (You can find these at http://www.amazon.com)
Words Their Way, Fourth Edition by Bear, Invernizzi, Templeton, & Johnston (2008) Prentice Hall

From Reader to Writer: Teaching Writing through Classic Children’s Books

By Sarah Ellis

Live Writing: Breathing Life into Your Words by Ralph Fletcher
Course Expectations:

( Attendance, Disposition, & Participation

The expectations for this class are identical to those of your future school employers.  Tardiness is unacceptable.  Attendance is expected for all classes in block and all days in field placement.  If for any reason you are unable to make it to class, you must notify me PRIOR to class (note grading policy below).  If you do not notify me PRIOR to class the absence will automatically count as UNEXCUSED.   You are responsible for making up all missed assignments and readings.  The learning I expect for you in this course (understanding, clarifying, testing, and justifying ideas) depends largely on your attendance and active participation.  In addition, this class will consist of much student involvement and engagement, and it is particularly important that you come prepared for class by completing readings and other assignments PRIOR to class.  You cannot participate if you are not here and not prepared.  Each of you is responsible for developing a professional disposition, and each of you is responsible for involving yourself in the class activities and discussions.  In-Class Assignments (that is, activities done in class) cannot be made up.  The professional disposition I would like you to present is one in which you are excited and enthusiastic about teaching reading/language arts, have all assignments completed to the best of your ability, and attend all class meetings on time and eager to work hard and learn. 

NOTE:  You are strongly encouraged to be prompt for each class meeting.  Two times tardy is equal to 1 absence.  Leaving class early 2 times is equal to 1 absence.  More than 1 time absent will result in the lowering of your grade.  For every class absence after 1 (including tardies), you will have 5 percentage points deducted from your final course grade average.

( Ethics
Again, the expectations for this class are identical to those of your future school employers.  You are entering a profession in which you will serve as a model for children’s beliefs and behaviors.  Parents will trust their children’s safety, health, education, and happiness to you each school year.  You must, therefore, hold yourself to the highest standards of academic and personal integrity.  Please review the Appalachian State University Academic Integrity Code at http://www.judicialffairs.appstate.edu/files/documents/academicintegrity.pdf
( Academic Honesty & Integrity
Both academic honesty and integrity are expected of all students.  Any work that you or your team submits must be your own work.  Any ideas, information, approaches, images, or formats that you use must be acknowledged by citing the appropriate sources.

(  Code of Conduct
All students will be held to the ASU Student Code of Conduct.  Please review at http://studentconduct.appstate.edu
( Professional Behavior Expectations of Community of Learners
As will be expected of you as an employed teacher, your most considerate, professional behavior is expected at all times.  Consider the impact your behavior has on others’ learning.  Cell phones and other potential annoyances and disturbances should be disabled during class.  Text messaging is inappropriate in class.  If you have an idea or question, please feel free to share it.  If you need clarification, please ask for it.  If you disagree with my views or those of classmates, you may challenge the ideas but not the person.  Remember, a good learner is a good listener.  Please refrain from side conversations during lecture or while anyone else is speaking.  Be an active contributor and work hard to be a good colleague to me and to your classmates.  Class work and life work beyond the focus of any given class meeting should be put on hold during class.  Please feel welcome to discuss with me concerns you have about our class.  I am here to assist your learning.

( Individual Learning Needs
If you have any individual learning needs requiring instructional accommodation, please talk to me as soon as possible to assist my ability to work with you.  Appalachian State University is committed to making reasonable accommodations for individuals with documented qualifying disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Those seeking accommodations based on a substantially limiting disability must contact and register with The Office of Disability Services (ODS) at www.ods.appstate.edu or call 828.262.3056.  Once registration is complete, individuals will meet with ODS staff to discuss eligibility and appropriate accommodations.

	( Assignments 


	Percentage of Final Grade

	Attendance, Disposition, PARTICIPATION, 

In-class Assignments
	10%

	Reading Log, Writer’s Notebook (includes Poetry)

	10%

	Great Depression Study Interdisciplinary Unit

	25%

	Multi-Text Study


	40%

	Literacy Assessment & Instructional Interpretation

(This will be entered into TaskStream and 

part of your student portfolio.)
	15%


( Grading Scale & Criteria

	A

A-
	94%100%

90%-93%
	Exceptional/Outstanding:  Work shows excellence; 

demonstrates in-depth thought; goes above and 

beyond requirements; shows creativity and critical 

Thinking; is technically superior and well organized; demonstrates considerable effort.  



	B+

B

B-
	86%-89%

83%-85%

80%-82%
	Very Good:  Work meets the basic expectations of the assignment; is technically accurate and organized;

shows evidence of original thinking; clearly demonstrates

connections and understanding.  



	C+

C

C-


	78%-79%

76%-77%

74%-75%
	Satisfactory:  Work meets the minimum requirements but 

has some difficulty with mechanics; includes general information but lacks descriptive detail; lacks content 

and/or details; lacks organization and structure.    

	D


	69%-73%
	Limited:  Work does not meet the minimum requirements.




NOTE:  All assignments must be submitted on time (even if you are absent) in order to be eligible for maximum credit.  I reserve the right to lower your grade or not accept late assignments.

( Methods of Teaching

Teaching methods will include a combination of lecture and discussion, demonstration of instructional strategies, application of instructional strategies, hands-on practicum experience, and observed or video-taped examples of strategies in the classroom.

( Communicating with Me

Please share any concerns about this class that you have with me.  I check e-mail daily Monday through Friday.  I also check voice mail and text messages throughout the day as my schedule permits.  If you are asking for assistance, I will do my best to reply to you within 24 hours.  Please be considerate and do not call me after 9 p.m. Thanks!

( I look forward to a wonderful semester!   

______________________________________________________________________

“Caring teachers are among our nation’s greatest treasures; they are entrusted with its future.”  
-Author Unknown
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Course Topics--Thematic Syllabus (University-Based)
Building a Framework for Literacy Instruction

What is the Reading Process?



Word Recognition



Comprehension--Schema Theory



Fluency

Emergent Literacy

Creating an Environment for Literacy Instruction


Marinating Children in Literature




Reading to Children




Providing Books in Your Classroom—Choices and Levels



Designing a Classroom and Activities

 

Indirect and Explicit Instructional Approaches to Teaching Literacy
Whole language, language experience, basals, schema-theoretic, strategy expansion, supporting skills, guided reading, DRTA, discussion circles

Children's Literature


Picture Books



Predictable Books (Early Readers)



Novels & Stories

 

North Carolina Curriculum: English/Language Arts

Developmentally Appropriate Reading Instruction

Reading aloud, partner reading, silent reading, guided reading, repeated reading

Lessons Structures


Whole class, small group (leveled & cooperative), paired - individual
Supporting Skill Development in Context

Vocabulary Instruction

Comprehension

Responding to Literature (Discussion and Questioning)

Content Area Literacy
strategy instruction, reciprocal teaching, structure of texts

Integrating Reading and Writing Instruction with Content Areas

Formal and Informal Approaches to Assessment and Diagnosis
IRI, WRI, standardized tests

 

(Note: This is not an exhaustive list of topics. It indicates both topics and themes. Some will be taken up in the order suggested here; others will be woven throughout the course.  Specific assignments will be made in class, and classes will be adjusted based on developing needs and interests.)

 

 

“The whole world opened up to me when I learned to read.”  


-Mary McLeod Bethune
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