West Caldwell High School

300 West Caldwell Drive

Lenoir, NC  28645

(828) 758-5583

Donnie Bassinger, Principal

Dear Parents or Guardians:

Welcome to West Caldwell High School and my English class.  I welcome you as parents to my class because I invite you to be involved in your child’s English study this year – at least by talking to him or her about our activities in reading and writing.  As you probably know, students whose parents are involved and interested in their education usually experience more success in school than students whose parents are uninvolved and disinterested.  I hope that we as students, parents, and teacher can all work together to make sure that students have the greatest school year possible.

Please feel free to contact me during the school year if you have questions or concerns.  The school number is 758-5583.  The best times to contact me are during my planning period (8:00 - 9:30 a.m.) or after 2:45 p.m.  
Please take a few minutes to review with your student the course description and syllabus provided here so that we have a common understanding of the requirements and expectations in the Critical Language Skills class this semester.  I have also included information related to materials needed for my class.

After you have reviewed these materials with your student, please sign this form and return it to me.  The student may keep the course description.

Again, I would like to express my excitement about working with you and your student.  I am always eager to talk about what we are doing.  Thank you ahead of time for your support.

Sincerely,

Tracy W. Smith

Parent/Guardian signature:  _________________________________________

Course Description

Critical Language Skills

Fall 1999

Purpose of Communication Skills Course

The purpose of the first semester freshman English course is to provide students opportunities to develop and expand their strategies for approaching the Communication Skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  To this end, much of our time will be spent reading a variety of texts and writing in a variety of modes.

Format 

The overall format of the class will be a Readers'/Writers' Workshop in which students will be involved in choosing their independent writing assignments and reading materials.  The Reading/Writing Workshop approach allows time for me to conference with each student about once per week to monitor progress and growth in reading and writing.  In this way, instruction is more individualized than it might be in a traditional lecture class.

Students will also participate in seminars and informal discussions related to assigned readings.

Course Content

Students will read a variety of texts including newspaper and magazine articles, young adult novels, poetry, plays, pamphlets, essays, and biographies.  Students will write a minimum of ten papers including concept summaries, personal narratives, responses to literature, and letters.  In addition, all first semester freshmen English classes study Greek and Roman mythology and Homer's Odyssey.  

Materials

Required

· One small composition book/70-120 pages (15¢ at K-Mart; 37¢ at Walmart)

· Looseleaf paper

· Black and blue ink pens

· One 3-ring binder (68¢ at Walmart)

Recommended

· 3 Highlighters (blue, pink, yellow)

· One bottle of correction fluid (i.e. Wite-out™)

Optional

· One box of facial tissues (i.e. Kleenex™)

I will store these and keep one box available at all times.  You wouldn't believe how many tissues students use!

Grading

Grades for this course are based on quizzes, daily participation, homework, daily reading, rough drafts, written responses to literature, teacher conferences, oral sharing/presentations, discussions, final written papers, and tests.

Homework

Each student is required to read thirty minutes each evening.  Students may read newspapers, magazine articles, and books.  Parents are encouraged to discuss with students what they are reading.  Students may have other assignments to complete at home if they do not complete them in class.

Expectations

As you can imagine, with choice and independence come responsibility.  From the beginning, I set high expectations for students and encourage students to establish high standards for themselves.  My expectations for students include the following:

1. Respect yourself, others, our school, and the material we are studying.

2. Be on time and prepared with book, paper, pen/pencil, and completed assignments.

3. Use good manners and be considerate toward everyone at all times.

4. Have a sense of humor.

5. Return all materials to their proper places.

6. Smile whenever possible.

I am very glad that you are here and that we will be sharing this year together.  I hope it will be the best that any of us has ever had!

