Convention mini-lesson - Using is and are

Amanda Huffman


Rationale – Subject-verb agreement is very important in writing.  Misusing this convention can make reading someone else’s work very difficult.  It is important for students to understand that in order to get their meaning across, their paper should not have distractions like subject-verb disagreements.  Although they often get caught up in their writing which makes the products very emotional and thought provoking, they should understand that by using conventions appropriately their message is more powerful because the reader is not distracted.  This lesson would be appropriate at any point during the workshop when the teacher notices subject-verb disagreements become a problem in student’s writing.

Time – 40 minutes

Objectives

· Using “is” and “are”

· NCSCS – 6th, 7th, and 8th , 6.01 - using subject-verb agreement

· National - 6

Materials

· Daily Journals

· Short prose writing sample (preferably a student’s own work)

Getting Started – 15 minutes


Post journal entry on the board– “Correct all mistakes, if any, in these sentences.”

1. david and elizabeth is going to the fair that are in cleveland county on saturday

2. my grandma say them apples is rotten and I aint gonna eat them

Review – 10 minutes


Ask, “Would someone come to the board and show their corrections for the sentences and rewrite the sentences correctly.  If they leave something out, wait until they are finished and then raise your hand to make the correction.”  Also, students may have some different responses that are also correct.  Ask them to share any different solutions.

Introduction – 10 minutes


Point out, “ “Is” in the first sentence does not agree with David and Elizabeth because “is” is the singular form.  Also, “are” does not agree with “fair” because “are” is the plural form.”  Show the relationship by circling the verb and the subject, then connecting them with a line. Say, “A simple trick to remember this difference is that “is” is the shorter word, therefore it goes with the lesser or the singular form.  “Are” is the longer word; therefore it is paired with larger or plural phrases.”  Ask for questions.  Students may ask something about a phrase like “pair of shoes” where there are two nouns, one singular and one plural.  Explain that the verb goes with the first noun in the phrase, which is “pair.”

Guided Practice – 5 minutes

Make all corrections to the sentences on the board.  If volunteers did not make all corrections, the teacher should make those on the board.  Instruct all students, “Rewrite these sentences correctly in your journals and circle both the subject and verb and connect them like I demonstrated on the board.”

Independent Practice – rest of class time

Instruct students, “Independently read through a first or second draft of a prose writing of your own.  You should circle or highlight the subject and verb in each sentence and connect them with a line.  If the subject and verb agree, you should place a check on the connecting line.  If they disagree, you should make a correction to the side, DO NOT ERASE!  After reading your own work, you should switch with a partner and make any additional corrections that your partner may have missed.  When you are finished conferring with your partner, you should begin a new draft with all subject-verb agreements and any other corrections or additions you have been working on.”

Expectations


Say, “For tomorrow, you should have a new draft of your work with no subject-verb disagreements.”

