Jeanie Boyette

RE 3150

Skill Mini-Lesson
Class/Subject: ___Language Arts_____/ Redundancy_____________________________
Block/Period: _____________________________________ Date: __________________

Overview:  This mini lesson would be completed after students’ writing showed redundancy as a common problem.
Purpose:  To help students identify redundant words and phrases. This mini lesson will show examples of redundant phrases in Students’ writing. Students will also understand the need to check their work for redundancy.
Objectives of Lesson: 

· 6.02 Identify and edit errors in spoken and written English by developing an awareness of errors in everyday speech.

· NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes. 

Time required: 43 minutes

Materials Needed:

Handout: Redundant phrases/words. Samples of student work. This could be from previous years or samples of a teacher’s work. Students will need a blank mini-lesson note sheet. Jar for redundant sentences. Redundant sentences cut in strips.
Handout: 

They were both alike
A total of 68 participants
Instructions, which were exactly the same as those used
Absolutely essential
Has been previously found
Small in size
One and the same
Completely unanimous
Period of time

Introduction: (teacher overview) (10 minutes)
Teacher: “We are going to look at redundancy in today’s mini-lesson. Go ahead and put redundancy as the subject on your mini-lesson note sheet. Someone tell me what redundancy is.”
Students: no response

Teacher: “Redundancy is a common error in writing. Redundancy is saying the same thing twice. Here are two example of redundancy.” (write “repeat again” and  “cooperate together” on the board.)  “Repeat again” is redundant because if you are repeating something you are doing it again. “Cooperate together” is redundant because if you are cooperating you are together. Do these examples make sense to you?”

Student A: “Yes, those examples make sense, but can we have some more?”

Teacher: “Yes, we are going to look at many other examples of redundancy today. Don’t worry if you don’t understand right now---that is why we are going to go through many examples. Okay?”

Students: “Okay.”

Teacher: “Redundancy occurs when a writer directly or indirectly repeats what another word or idea means or implies. In your writing, you need to use no more words than are necessary to convey your meaning. By eliminating unnecessary words, you will sharpen your writing. We have talked about sharp writing before. Someone tell me what this means.”
Student A: “It means that there is no doubt about what you are writing about.”

Student B: “Your writing is clear.”

Teacher: “Both of you are correct. Good job.” 

Guided Practice (teacher/student): (15 minutes)
(Distribute handouts)

Teacher: “Take three minutes and identify the redundant words in each phrase.” 

(wait 3 minutes)

Teacher: “Someone tell me the redundant word in the first phrase and explain why the word or phrase is redundant.” (Proceed through the phrases in this manner guiding students when necessary.)
They were both alike

(They already implies more than one)
A total of 68 participants
(68 is the total)
Instructions, which were exactly the same as those used
(exactly is the same as)
Absolutely essential

(essential is absolute)
Has been previously found
(has been is previously)
Small in size


(small refers to size)
One and the same

(there is only one so it is the same)
Completely unanimous
(unanimous is complete)
Period of time


(time is a period)

Teacher: “Here are some more examples of sentences with redundant phrases and revisions. Let’s do these together.” 
(Write redundant sentence on the board.)
Redundant: Before setting off on your camping trip, be sure you have the important essentials: food, water, and shelter.
Teacher: “First identify what is redundant in this sentence. Does anyone have any suggestions? Look for a word that repeats a meaning of another word.”
Student C: “Important and essential means the same thing.”

Teacher: “That is correct. What can we do to remove the redundancy in this sentence?”

Student C: “Get rid of important.” 

Teacher: “Good, so how would the new sentence read?”

Student C: “Before setting off on your camping trip, be sure you have the essentials: food, water, and shelter.”
Teacher: “Okay, let’s do one more and then you are each going to take a sentence and correct the redundancy.”

(Write the next redundant sentence on the board.)
Redundant: The dog ran away on Thursday but came back again on Saturday.
Teacher: “Okay, what is the first thing that we do?”

Student D: “Identify the redundant words.”

Teacher: “Okay, what are the redundant words in this sentence?”

Student D: “Came back again”

Teacher: “How can we correct this sentence?”

Student E: “Remove again. The dog ran away on Thursday but came back on Saturday.”
Teacher: “Very good. Remember to ask yourself “what new information does a word contribute to the sentence? If the word does not contribute new information then you need to check for redundancy.”

Independent Practice (student): (15 minutes)
Teacher: “I have a jar of redundant sentences. Take a sentence out of the jar and correct the redundancy. Do not read the sentence before you select it. After you get your sentence, mark through the redundant word or words. 
(The following sentences are in the jar. The corrections are in italics.)

I remembered being presented the exact same scenario a few months earlier.

[delete “exact”]

During the months of February and March 1986. . .

[delete “the months of”]

These scenarios are, of course, extremes at each end of the spectrum.

[end sentences at “extremes”]

Their singular goal in life is to identify mishap causes in an effort to prevent future similar accidents.

[delete “future”]

To the new and uninitiated. . .

[delete “the new and”]

Reviewing mishap reports confirms that there is always a reason or cause of a mishap.

[What’s the difference between “reason” and “cause”?]

… we sometimes run into safety problems that we didn't initially anticipate.

[delete “initially”]

Two other times, single-engine landings were performed also.

[delete “also” and get rid of the passive construction]

I am a relative newcomer to aviation compared to the Navy's 75 years of flight.

[delete “relative”]
". . . time spent beforehand on preparation."

[delete”beforehand”]

multiple numbers of victims

[delete “numbers of”]

. . . and took corrective action to quickly remedy the problem.

[Either “and quickly took corrective action” or “and quickly fixed the problem”]

You are probably also familiar with the high tempo atmosphere of flight-deck activity.

[is "atmosphere" necessary?]

Well, unluckily, in this case I was not so fortunate.

[delete “unluckily”]

Additionally, it has always been my personal habit to fly with my lap straps very tight to prevent spinal or leg injury in the event of an ejection.

["personal habit" is redundant]

In some cases, the training sites are geographically close to one another...

[are "geog" and "to one another" necessary?]

Articles published in the past have been about...

["in the past" is redundant. "We've published articles about...]

I had entered the paraloft with my beloved multi-gadgeted kneeboard in plain view for all to see.

[delete “for all to see”]

… an old adage we've heard many times.

[def. of "adage" is "old saying popularly accepted as truth"]

I witnessed first hand a different attitude toward safety as ship's company aboard USS Nimitz.

[delete “first hand”]

One of the most aggravating things we do in naval aviation, from the standpoint of non-productive and wasted man-hours, is conduct FOD walkdowns on a regular schedule.

[Is there a difference between "non-productive" and "wasted"?]

He saw a shipmate place a paper cup, which contained a purple colored liquid, on deck.

[delete "colored"]

I gave the situation a quick glance, noticed an NC-10 was behind the tractor…

[I glanced around and noticed…]

…shipmates recounted stories of mishaps in which they personally were involved.

[delete "personally"]

… doctors say he shouldn’t have any permanent scars.

[“permanent” not needed]

I was the QAR for the morning launch and was looking for safety hazards…

[“safety” not needed]

The often-used cliché…

[Isn’t that why they are clichés?]

The starboard wheel completely rolled off…

[don’t need “completely”]

Teacher: “Raise your hand if you are having trouble identifying your redundancy.”

(Assist students who are having trouble.)

Teacher: “Let’s go around the room, and I want ten people to share their sentence. Read the redundant version and then read the corrected version.”

Closure: (3 minutes)
Teacher: “List redundant phrases on this mini-lesson that you need to avoid in your writing. Add this redundancy lesson to your writing folder, and then select a piece from your portfolio and look for redundancy. A revision of the selected work that addresses redundancy should be submitted before Friday.”
