Reading: My Favorite Pastime
Procedure Minilesson

Purpose:
The purpose of this lesson is to explain to the kids what is expected of them as readers and the procedures of the Reading workshop.  This lesson should be done in the beginning so the reading workshops get off on the right foot.  

State Objectives:  

1.03 Interact appropriately in group settings by:  

Listening attentively.

Showing empathy.

Contributing relevant comments connecting personal experiences to content.

Monitoring own understanding of the discussion and seeking clarification as needed.

National Standard 11

Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

Materials:
A favorite adolescent novel

Time Required: 35 minutes

Ten minutes to read from your novel.  Ten  minutes to explain readers workshop. Fifteen minutes of Library time.
Procedure:
Ask everyone to sit on the floor then sit on the floor with them ( if you can manage it) and read to them for ten minutes.  For the next ten minutes explain to them what readers workshop is and how it works.

“I want everyone to come and sit on the floor.”  Read the book.  “How many of you like to read?”  Hands go up or not.  Pick someone whose hand went up. “Why do you like to read?  What do you read?”  Pick a student who didn’t raise their hand.  “Why do you not like to read?  What have you read?  Did you like it?  Why or why not?”  “If you haven’t figured it out yet I love to.  Reading is my favorite thing to do.  I’m pretty lucky because I get a whole school year to share this with you.”  “In this class we will participate in a readers workshop.  We will have readers workshop one to two times a week.  What this means is that we get to read for the whole class period.  For the most part you will get to choose the book that you would like to read.  On occasion we will all read a book together in class.  There are a few rules for the reading workshop.  The first one is to respect your fellow readers while they are reading.  It is different reading in a group setting than it is reading by yourself.  We must always be mindful of the people around us. The second rule is to be comfortable.  Around the room there are cushions, chairs, and carpets.  You can read where ever you like in the room how ever like; sprawled out on the floor or sitting at your desk.  Our third rule is to read a book you like.  It is okay to stop reading a book that you don’t like.  If you are several chapters into a book and are not interested in it then stop reading it and we will find you a different book.  My goal this year is to make all of you love reading as much as I do.  Now we are going to the library so you can pick out a book to read during our reader’s workshop.”

