Clustering

Clustering is a nonlinear activity that generates ideas, images and feelings around a stimulus
word. As students cluster, their thoughts tumble out, enlarging their word bank for writing

and often enabling them to see patterns in their ideas. Clustering may be a class or an

individual activity.
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Chain of Events

Chain of Events is used to describe the stages of an event, the actions of character or the
steps in a procedure.

Key questions: What is the first step in the procedure or initiating event? What are the next
stages or steps? How does one event lead to one another? What is the final outcome?
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Venn Diagram

The Venn Diagram is made up of two or more overlapping circles. It is often used in
mathematics to show relationships between sets. In language arts instruction, Venn
Diagrams are useful for examining similarities and differences in characters, stories, poems,
etc.

It is frequently used as a prewriting activity to enable students to organize thoughts or
textual quotations prior to writing a compare/contrast essay. This activity enables students to
organize similarities and differences visually .
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