Thematic Unit:

Memory Makers or Spirit Breakers
Transitions: Dealing with Change
Context
This unit is designed to be implemented in a seventh grade classroom. The lessons and activities connected with this unit were developed to address various learning differences with a focus on socially constructed learning environments.
Rationale

This theme encapsulates the everyday life of a middle school student. Young adolescents in the seventh grade have a history of transitioning from elementary to middle school. They are also preparing to transition to high school at the end of eighth grade. Young adolescents experience transitions physically, emotionally, and mentally. They need to understand that change and the transitions that accompany change can be positive experiences. Young adolescents should feel empowered by change because it is the catalyst for growth in all directions. 
Focus

Change is inevitable in our lives and young adolescents need to understand the transitioning process that allows change to become a permanent structure in their lives.

North Carolina Competency Goals 

Competency Goal 1: the learner will use language to express individual perspective in response to personal, social, cultural, and historical issues.

· 1.03 Interact in group settings by:
· Responding appropriately to comments and questions

· Giving appropriate reasons that support opinions

· 1.04 Reflect on learning experiences

· Analyzing personal learning growth and changes in perspective

· Examining changes in self throughout the learning process

· Determining how personal circumstances an background shape interaction with text

Competency Goal 2: The learner will synthesize and use information from a variety of sources.

· 2.02 Develop informational products and/or presentations that use and cite at least three print or non-print sources by:

· Identifying and using appropriate primary and secondary sources

· Comparing, contrasting, and evaluating information from different sources about the same topic.

Competency Goal 4: The learner will refine critical thinking skills and create criteria to evaluate text and multimedia.
· 4.02 Develop (with assistance) and apply appropriate criteria to evaluate the quality of the communication by:

· Using knowledge of language structure and literary or media techniques

· Drawing conclusions based on evidence, reasons, or relevant information

· Considering the implications, consequences, or impact of those conclusions.

Competency Goal 5: The learner will respond to various literary genres using interpretive and evaluative processes

· 5.01 Increase fluency, comprehension, and insight through a meaningful and comprehensive literacy program by:
· Using effective reading strategies to match type of text

· Reading literature and other materials selected by the teacher

· Engaging in small group discussions

· Taking an active role in whole class seminars

· 5.02 Study the characteristics of literary genres (fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry) through:

· Reading a variety of literature and other text 

Objectives

The students will be able to:

· Define change and transition 

· Explain how transitions affect their lives
· Identify with the character in the text

· Construct a graphic organizer to identify personal transitions

· Explore social constraints and their influence on transitions

· Understand growth and change is inevitable

· Complete an internet research project that demonstrates their ability to analyze and draw conclusions about the impact of transitions and change

Materials and Resources

· Fiction

· A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park

· Video on Korea (PBS)

· Hidden Korea
· Non-fiction
· A Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos
· Poetry

· “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me,”  by Maya Angelou

· “One Step Backward Taken,” by Robert Frost

· Song lyrics dealing with change

· Student access to internet

· Internet Resources for Teachers and Students
· http://poster.hprtec.org

· http://www.betweenyourears.com

· http://www.cyberbee.com/ref.html

· http://eduscapes.com

· http://schools.fcps.org

· http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu

· http://www.eduplace.com

· http://www.randomhouse.com

· http://school.discovery.com

· http://www.lspark.com

· http://wizrd.hprtec.org

· http://internet4classrooms.com

· http://www.teachertools.org

Activities

· Read aloud
· The young adolescent book, A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park, will be read in class. Students will do a character study of the main character, Tree Ear, and his struggle to deal with changes in his life. This book will be the focal point of the unit.
· Students will be presented with pre-reading strategies to help develop their ability to interpret and understand text. 
· Literature Circles

· The young adolescent book, A Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos, will be read using literature circles. This book tells the true account of Jack Gantos, imprisoned and released, became a well-known author. His book shows how one mistake in judgment can be overcome.
· Other options for literature circles

· Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
· Wringer by Jerry Spinelli
· Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
· Cooperative Team
· Transitions

· Students will do cooperative team activity to complete graphic organizer on differences between elementary school and the middle school environment. Adapted from www.betweenyourears.com.
· They will be asked to decide what changes they consider as positive and which ones are negative. 
· This activity will help students categorize the changes they have seen during their transition to middle school.
1. An extension of this activity would include the changes students expect when they leave the middle school and enter the high school.

· Visual Organizer
· Class Pictogram

· This activity will center on social groups and how students perceive themselves within these groups. The teacher will ask the class to make a list of pictures or symbols that they identify themselves with, such as boy scouts, sports, hobbies, and interests. The pictures will be pasted on a large piece of poster board. This activity will demonstrate the differences and similarities between students. After the chart has been made, the class will discuss how each of these symbolic representations has changed their lives. 
1. For example: “What influence has boy scouts had on you as a person?” This phase will show students that change may come in small doses but leaves a lasting mark on their lives. This activity was adapted from an activity found on the www.eduplace.com website.
· Writing
· A Letter to Myself

· This activity is designed for students to consider their future. They set goals and write a letter outlining the changes they would like to implement in their lives. Guiding questions:

1. What would I like to explore in the future?

2. What careers am I interested in?

3. Where do I think I will be in ten years?

4. How can I work toward my goals?

· The activity is designed to help students realize they have the power to shape their future. This concept connects to the fictional text of this unit plan.  This activity was adapted from a similar social studies activity found on the www.eduplace.com website.
· Problem solving 
· Trading Places

· This activity will ask students to choose a character in the text they identify with, or have a particular interest in, and place that character in a middle school setting. They will then apply a typical middle school “problem” and write about how that character would handle that particular struggle. As a pre-writing activity, students will need to brainstorm a list of what they consider struggles they deal with during young adolescence. Adapted from an activity from www.eduplace.com.
· Oral
· Fractured Fairy Tales

· This activity gives students the choice to change a familiar fairy tale. They can change the time period, change the character’s traits, switch the plot, and do a variety of imaginative manipulations to “create” their version of a fractured fairytale. Adapted from www.eduplace.com.
· Oral
· Resilience: How does it Affect Us?

· This activity is designed to help students explore the concept of resilience. They will define the term and then have an open discussion about how to rate themselves, on a scale from 1 to 10, where 1 means no resilience and 10 is very resilient. They will then complete a chart of circumstances that may lead to increasing or decreasing their resilience. Adapted from www.education-world.com.
· Reflective writing
· My Attitude: Make or Break Success

· This is a self-exploration exercise to be implemented during journal time. Students are encouraged to do self-reflective thinking about their attitude toward change. Guiding questions they can ask themselves:

1. How do I really feel about…?

2. Is there a better way to think about…?

3. How often am I told “I have an attitude” and what does that mean?

· All entries must answer: Does my attitude get in the way of my personal success?

· Students will reflect on their own attitudes and determine if they need to work on a particular problem.

· Written
· Changes and the Individual

· This activity allows students to explore how changes in technology have affected their lives. Students will complete a project with this as the focal point. They choose one of the following:
1. Write a narrative about technological changes you have experienced and how they have affected you.

2. Create a poster with technological changes that have occurred in your lifetime

3. Create mobile exemplifying changes in technology.

4. Write a short skit (this may be done in a group of 3) showing how technology has changed our lives forever. In this skit, be sure you show the impact (positive or negative).

· Visual

· Video Hidden Korea
· This video highlights the changes Korea has gone through as a country. It is a great accompaniment to the text for this unit. There is extensive discussion about the pottery presented in the text. PBS Video.
· Reflective writing
· Changes that Occur Over Time

· This activity will be completed in the student’s journal. They will reflect and discuss how change makes them feel. The students will also examine how the transitional period that accompanies change affects them. The beginning of the activity will consist of whole class discussion of the topic and the culminating activity will be the journal entry. Adapted from www.eduplace.com.
· Narrative
· What If…

· During this activity students are given a chance to change one aspect of their lives. They will identify what they want to change and then write about how things might have been different. Adapted from www.eduplace.com.
· Written
· Exploring Traditions

· Traditions are passed from one generation to the other. In the text, the main character deals with the limitations that tradition places on his future. Students will write an essay, based on the five-paragraph essay format, detailing three traditions within their family. A mini-lesson involving how we define a tradition and perhaps a brainstorming activity should precede the activity. An interview with family members would also be a good addition to this activity. Adapted from www.eduplace.com.
· Venn Diagram
· Changing Emotions

· Young adolescents are bombarded with changing emotions. As the character, Tree-ear, develops through the book he is faced with many conflicting emotions. Students will compare the emotional changes of Tree-ear with their experiences as young adolescents.
· Dramatic/expressive
· Changing Places

· Students will be asked to select a scene from the book and re-create it during present day. The preferential format is a short play. The characteristics of the characters must maintain integrity but the modern day setting will have a dramatic affect on the unraveling of events. Students are encouraged to be creative and they will work in groups of four. 

· Problem solving
· Accepting Change

· Change is inevitable and we all need to learn to accept it. During this activity, students will explore intellectual tools they use to work out a solution strategy to accept the change. We will begin by re-writing a simple rule, such as during class all students must remain standing. Then the students will devise a list of how to deal with changes when they do not agree with them. The impact of small change can be overwhelming, as in the above mentioned shift in procedure, and students need to differentiate between changes that must be accepted and changes that may be challenged.
· Oral/graphic organizer
· Maya Angelou, “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me.”

· After reading this poem, the class will discuss the implications related to the theme of this unit. They will be asked to compare/contrast the meaning of the poem and A Single Shard.
· Research the web
· Students will research the background of the book, A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park. They will look at the author’s website and follow the links to other information sources about the text.

· Create a WebQuest 

· Using the website from eduscapes.com, students will develop a WebQuest. This could be the culminating activity for the unit. The WebQuest activity is accomplished by following the directions on the template found at http://eduscapes.com/sessions/travel/template.htm

· Visual

· Create a poster that demonstrates change 

· Student will begin with babyhood and continue through their current age. They will design a poster, with copies of family pictures, that shows how they have physically changed. A brief written statement about how the transitioning periods affected their perspectives.

· Written/expressive

· Students create a poem that shows understanding of the role change has in their lives

· This poem needs to reflect the unit, Dealing with Change, and show that students understand some change is positive and they are empowered to institute the changes they want in their lives.

· Cooperative groups
· Change can cause conflict: how do we deal?
· This activity will be student led. Students will be assigned to small groups. Each group will devise a plan to help other students learn to explore change, transitions, and conflicts that can arise. The students will use the medium of their choice: narrative, step-by-step, skit, poem, or song. There should be a mini-lesson on dealing with conflicts that arise during a transitional period. This is tied to the text. The main character experiences emotional conflict due to change. 
Lesson Plans
· Procedural: Citing Internet Sources

· Students will be instructed about how to cite an internet source properly. They will be expected to use this knowledge when they complete their culminating activity. This activity is a research project requiring at least three internet sources.

· Convention: Who, Which, That: Determining Proper Word
· Students will be given a reference sheet for their writer’s folder outlining the specific usage of each word.

· Reading Strategies: “Think Alouds”
· Students will engage in a “Think-Aloud” activity to help them with reading comprehension. 

Essential Questions

· What do we mean when we say change?
· Do we always look for change to happen?

· Can we look for ways to turn an unwanted change into a positive outcome?

· What issues may prevent us from exercising our personal preferences?
· How much do we rely on others to help us deal with change?

· How does change allow us to grow as individuals?
· What do we mean by “transitional period?”

· How do we cope with the transitional period for accepting change?

Literature Selections

· A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park

·  “Life Doesn’t Frighten Me,” Maya Angelou

· “One Step Backward Taken,” Robert Frost

· A Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos
Introductory Activity
· Exploring the concept of change and transitions. Introduction of the book, A Single Shard, and ask students what they anticipate or predict about the story. 
· Students will engage in a class discussion of family traditions and how society treasures these traditions as ways to pass culture from one generation to another. 
· Define tradition

· Family and societal

· How are these traditions passed from one generation to another?

· Are these traditions ever modified?

· Why are family traditions important?

· Students will complete a graphic organizer to illustrate family traditions. 

· This organizer will be centered on the student’s family life. We will discuss the differences and similarities.

Culminating Activity

· The culminating activity for this thematic unit will be to have students design a webposter. The website, http://poster.hprtec.org, gives students a step-by-step process to follow to complete the webposter. The website will keep the poster for 1 month. The teacher will download the posters to the classroom computer. The poster should include:

· How change has affected their life and how it correlates to other young adolescents
· What do they feel is the most important aspect of transitions

· What advice can they offer other middle school students when faced with changes, including the pivotal transitional period that makes change permanent?
· Poster will be printed and displayed in classroom.
· Minimum of three internet sources

Evaluation/Assessment
· Pre—assessment will be informal, during opening discussion of theme. Teacher will use student responses to gauge understanding of central concept. Students will write a reflective journal response pertaining to the opening discussion of family traditions.
· Informal assessment will be used throughout the unit

· Reflective journal writing

· Students will be given opportunities to show their understanding of how the content of this unit can be applied to their own lives.  

· Class discussions

· Teacher led discussions as well as student led discussions will be guide to gauge understanding of how to examine and interpret personal changes in perspective.

· group activities

· Group work will be used as both project based and small group discussion. Each student is expected to participate when engaged in group activities. A reflective journal entry compiled after group discussions discussing the issues raised by the group and the interaction of the members will be expected. 

· Post—assessment will be the culminating activity

· The culminating activity will be assessed according to the unit objectives. Students will be expected to be able to properly cite, analyze, and integrate external source material into a webposter. The finished products should clearly demonstrate the main concepts of the unit on transitions and change.  

Related Works of Literature

· These books will be available in the classroom library for independent reading.

· Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry
· The Friends Kazumi Yumoto
· Mieko and the Fifth Treasure by Eleanor Coerr
· Year of Impossible Goodbyes by Sook Nyul Chio
· Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
· Wringer by Jerry Spinelli
· Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli
· The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi
· Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery by Russell Freedman
Other Information

· Classroom bulletin board should have a map of Korea so students can track the character in the book, A Single Shard.
· A comprehensive file will be kept containing historical information about Korea for student reference.
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