Successfully completing the requitements for the psychology
experiments, made it necessary that ! attend five different experiments.
This is not to say, that the eXperiments were a burden | was forced to
bear. Surprisingly enough, 'l actually found most of the experiments
enjoyable. It was no problem to assist the upper-class students with their
re‘search and | am glad that it is a requirement in the department for us to
participate.

The first experiment that | participated in occurred on the twenty-
ninth of Aprii ana was conducted by ﬁ (I am not positive
about the last name. | cannot read her writing.) The experiment dealt with
Justifiea abuse. We were given a situation and asked to answer the
questions pertaining to the situation. Each time, someone was being )
somewnat verbaily or mentally abused. Sometimes the male would be
acling forcibly with the female, and sometires it was the other way
around. | was surprised at the thoughts | had while answering the

questions. | have always thought that abuse by either male or female is




7 wrong, but as | was answering the questions | wondered about my

perceptions. As | filled out the queétions, it was clear to me that | could
be being tested for my prejudices. Is it moré Wrong for a man to hit a
woman than it is for a woman to hit a man? This is something | had never
really asked myself about before. Although, | knew that the two were both
wrong, | felt myself wanting to make excuses for the woman, and | was-
ashamed of myself.

The experiment lasted for half an hour and was presented very well.
Ilearned a lot from this experiment. | would definitely recommend this
experiment to someone else. It presented good questions that everyone
should think about at some point.

The second experiment | participated in was conducted byé

a This was al.;;o a painless experience. It lasted for forty-five

minutes and deait with the effects of artistic beauty. The experimenter
asxed me to view several pictures of good-looking men and then had me

(i

compiete a questionnaire. The questions dealt with my boyfriend and our
relationship. One of the requirements for participating in this study wa;
that | had to hava been dating someone for at‘least six months.

t think that the study may not haye been as successful with me as it

was designed to be. The men | viewed in the pictures were nice-looking,

but they did not interest me at all. If | saw these guys on the street |



j."';wouid think they were'classically attractive, but that’sit, I'm sure |
would have immediately turhed my head away from them. All of the guys
were wearing expensive Ralph Lauren jackets and such, and in real life
these people would probably disgust me. | do not usually like to be around
pecpie who fiaunt their money and that’s what the men in the pictures
seemed to be doing.

The experiment was supposed to see if | viewed hy boyfriend
differently after viewing the pictures. Of course not. The pictures were
not to my liking. | wouid probably recommend this experiment to a friend,
but | would also recommend that the experimenter have more than one
type of man for the subjects to lust after. Everyone is not attracted to the
same type of men.

The third expériment | participated in questioned my personality and
mood.-u was in charge of the experiment, and the duration
was one hour in length. The experiment was also well done, | suppose, but
this was the one experiment. | didn’t feel comfortable in.-as notas~
congenial as the other experimenters. Not that it is important, but the ‘
atmosphere was definitely tense.

We initially answered some questions about what sort of a mood we
were in at that moment. After that, we.watched a movie which was

promoting environmental care. The movie was well done, and | enjoyed it.



; ‘ said that he had Ieft'his noteboo'k downstairs and while he was gone,
a girlin the baék started complaining. “That movie was so stupid! | can't
believe we had to watch that crap! | almost want to walk out, but | said I'd
do this!” The girl next to me, who | k_non is out to save the world by
herseif, was immediately offended and‘let the other girl know so. -
Something about the protesting girl led me to be suspicious. I’'ve read
enough psychology texts to know that people are often planted in
experiments to evoke a reaction out 61" people. | suspected that’s what this
girl was doing. | just smiled and kept my mouth shut.' W

After a couple seconds, - reentered and handed us sheets which
had the same questions we had already answered before the video about
how we were feeling. We answered them, yet again, and left.

Due to my suspicions, | took my time leaving the room, and sure
encugh, the giri who had been so upset about the video was the same gir
who stayed after and was sharing with- a smile of conspiracy. |

guess my assumptions were correct. It kind of sucks that their cover was

biown with me, but | kept it to myself so the experiment would not be
affected.
The experiment was amusing and somewhat enjoyable, and | would

recommend it to a friend who is interested in participating.

The fourth experiment | participated in was led by (N and



"i*fi";‘:dealt with memory. The duration of the study was half an hour. l did not
know what to expect. When | arrived'i found out that the experiment
would consist of us reading an eXtreme.!y descriptive selection from a
gangster-type movie and then answér questions on it to see how much we
remembered.

That’s really all there was to it. The experiment seemed to have
been well prepared and-was friendly and ready to help us with
anything. 1 took my time rea.ding the selection: therefore, | am quite sure
that | remembered the correct answers to the majority of the questions. |
enjoyed this experiment. since I'have always had a fairly good memory. |
would also recommend this experiment to a friend.

The last experiment | participated in was horrible. I'm not trying
to De mean, but | think that honesty is appfopriate here. The study was,
once again, on memory. It was ied hy —d and lasted for an hour.

I'did not know what to expect. | was hoping that it would be entirely
different than the other memory experiment | participated in. It was H
somewnat different. | don’t think the experiment was put together well -
encugh though.

Wher we first walked in, the experimentér was sitting at the front
of the room cutting letters out of construction paper which had nothing to

do with the experiment, After it was clear that evervone who was going
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JE7. 0 i7to show up had, we still sat there for another 5-10 minutes. The

experimenter read to us everything we were to do and started the movie

Wayne’s World which we were supposed to watch for 15-20 minutes.

Atter the first twenty minutes of thle show passed, | became extremely
bored and restiess, and after a few more minutes, she finally stood to
take the video out. She then proceeded to read to us the fact that she
would hand out some questions for us to answer on the video. This is the
worst part. There were only fifteen duestions oh the sheet. The questions
deal with what we had just seen on the video. Two of the questions had no
correct answers. They were multiple choice with no correct choice. |
wrote in what should have been the correct ansWers. Our experimenter,
at this point, had left the room and did not reenter for another ten
minutes. When she did come back, she rearranged the papers on her desk
and ieft\ once again. Everyone had finished at this point and we’re ail
wondering what to do. If the credit receipts had been on the desk we could
have all left, because we knew that the experiment was over. We sat for

t least another five minutes, waiting on our warden to come release us

Q5

from the prison we were trapped in. She finally re-entered. told us we
could go, and then remembered that we earned credit receipts, and told us
to grab one on the way out. It was the only experiment | participated in

which |- found lacking in organization and torture to sit through. | would
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“o b7 definitely not recommend this experiment to anyone.

Overall, | found the ex'periments fairly enjoyable. | did not mind
participating in them at all. | doh’t_eve_n reélly mind this reaction paper |
am engaged in write now. | was originally signed up to participate in
more experiments than | did. Unfortunately, | received a phone call one
day from a guy in charge of one of the experiments éaying it was can cel'ed,
and then i had to miss two on the se;/enteenth of April due to an
unexpected trip with one of my classes in Watauga College. Allin all, |

earned three hours and forty-five minutes in psychology experiments.





