Name: Kimberly Isidori
	IRA Standards


	Artifacts
	Rationale

	Standard 1.  Foundational Knowledge. 



	1.1 Candidates understand major theories and empirical research that describe the cognitive, linguistic, motivational, and sociocultural foundations of reading and writing development, processes, and components, including word recognition, language comprehension, strategic knowledge, and reading–writing connections.

	Exam papers from RE 5100,

Beginning Readers and Writers
Assessment Summary Sheet

from RE 5715, Reading

Assessment and Correction
Case reports from RE 5725,

Practicum in the Clinical

Teaching of Reading
Reflective summary paper from

RE 5531, Seminar in the Clinical

Teaching of Reading
Blog responses from RE 5710, Seminar in Reading and Language Arts Research
Wiki Participation from RE 5040
Teacher as Researcher
	All of the courses taken throughout my graduate experience have developed my understanding of reading and writing development.  The following artifacts show my knowledge and application of effective lesson planning, administering assessments, and research pertinent to the reading field.  In RE 5100, I learned about the development of early reading and writing skills, as well as the importance of early intervention to help struggling readers.  In RE 5715, I was able to learn about the different types of assessments and how to administer them effectively.  Through RE 5725 and RE 5531, I was able to work hand-on with a student to learn strategies used to improve students’ reading ability.  I was also able to make decisions about how to plan lessons based on student progress and need. In addition, I wrote a reflective paper that allowed me to analyze the progress made by the student over the course of the semester.  In in RE 5710, I wrote many reflective responses based on articles read dealing with varying issues related to the field of reading.  I was able to read research about different subjects and determine how their findings would impact reading in the classroom.  As part of RE 5040, I participated in a blog where I was able to discuss ways of teaching reading with other practicing teachers and learn from the experience of others.  

	1.2 Candidates understand the historically shared knowledge of the profession and changes over time in the perceptions of reading and writing development, processes, and components.

	
	

	1.3 Candidates understand the role of professional judgment and practical knowledge for improving all students’ reading development and achievement.

	
	


	Standard 2.  Curriculum and Instruction. 



	2.1 Candidates use foundational knowledge to design or implement an integrated, comprehensive, and balanced curriculum.

	Integrated Unit from 5730 Reading and Writing Instruction for Intermediate and Advanced Learners
Case reports from RE 5725,

Practicum in the Clinical

Teaching of Reading
Reflective summary paper from

RE 5531, Seminar in the Clinical

Teaching of Reading

Poetry Project from RE 5130,

Teaching the Language Arts

Authentication Paper, Book Summaries from RE 5140, Advanced Study of Children’s

Literature
Classroom Research Report from RE 5040 Teacher as Researcher


	Throughout my graduate courses, I created many lessons and activities that can be used in the classroom.  Each of these artifacts use a variety of texts at various instructional levels that are integrated and promote a balanced curriculum.  In 5730, I created an Integrated Unit based on a 6th grade level book about WWII.  The unit uses print and internet resources and is structured to integrate language arts and social studies.  During RE 5725 and RE 5531, I worked with two students with different reading levels.  I designed lesson plans and finished with a reflective paper documenting their progress throughout the semester.  In RE 5130, I completed a poetry project with a kindergarten class in which the students collaborated to write a class poem based on their own experiences and illustrate their work.  This project used text and digital resources.  In RE 5140, I explored many award winning children’s books on different reading levels and about different topics and wrote critiques for each.  I also wrote an authentication paper using non-fiction sources for a book to be used in an integrated lesson.  In RE 5040, I developed a research study that studied the effects of a Book Buddies approach to see if it improved students’ reading and their motivation to read, particularly with struggling readers. 

	2.2 Candidates use appropriate and varied instructional approaches, including those that develop word recognition, language comprehension, strategic knowledge, and reading–writing connections.

	
	

	2.3 Candidates use a wide range of texts (e.g., narrative, expository, and poetry) from traditional print, digital, and online resources.

	
	


	Standard 3.  Assessment and Evaluation.  



	3.1 Candidates understand types of assessments and their purposes, strengths, and limitations.

	IRI Reading Assessments from RE 5715, Reading

Assessment and Correction
Case reports from RE 5725,

Practicum in the Clinical

Teaching of Reading
Reflective summary paper from RE 5531, Seminar in the Clinical Teaching of Reading
	Understanding how to administer and interpret assessments is critical to improving students’ reading abilities.  The following artifacts are examples of my knowledge of assessments and how to effectively apply the information gained from them in order to make informed decisions about the needs of the student assessed.  In RE 5715, I was taught how to properly administer an Informal Reading Inventory.  After administering the IRI, I placed the scores in a summary sheet and analyzed the data to determine the student’s reading level and needs for instruction.  As part of RE 5725 and RE 5531, I worked in a practicum experience where I tutored two students of varying reading ability.  I administered a pre-test which allowed me to develop individual lesson plans based on the student’s reading ability and specific needs.  I also administered a post-test which allowed me to see the student’s progress over the course of the semester.  For these courses I also wrote a reflective paper in which I documented the student’s beginning reading level, the work done throughout the semester, and analyzed their growth based on post-test results.

	3.2 Candidates select, develop, administer, and interpret assessments, both traditional print and electronic, for specific purposes.

	
	

	3.3 Candidates use assessment information to plan and evaluate instruction.

	
	

	3.4 Candidates communicate assessment results and implications to a variety of audiences.

	
	


	Standard 4.  Diversity.  



	4.1 Candidates recognize, understand, and value the forms of diversity that exist in society and their importance in learning to read and write.

	Book and Movie Reviews from 5045, Advanced Topics in Diversity

Reflections on children’s texts

from RE 5140, Advanced Study

of Children’s Literature
Integrated Unit from RE 5730 Reading & Writing Instruction for Intermediate & Advanced

Learners
	A strong knowledge of the various forms of diversity that exist in society is crucial to effective teaching and student learning.  These artifacts are evidence of how I have explored different types of diversity and intend to teach it in my classroom.  The course SPE 5040 was devoted to topics in diversity.  Here I read many books dealing with different types of diversity and wrote critique papers in which I addressed the need for awareness in the schools and how I would handle specific situations.  I also viewed a few documentary type films which focused on diversity and reviewed and applied my knowledge to papers on these as well.  In RE 5140, I explored various children’s books based on different cultures and learned the importance of including these in the curriculum to increase students’ knowledge.  In RE 5730, I created an integrated unit based on a book dealing with different cultures and countries to impact students’ awareness of diversity.  

	4.2 Candidates use a literacy curriculum and engage in instructional practices that positively impact students’ knowledge, beliefs, and engagement with the features of diversity.

	
	

	4.3 Candidates develop and implement strategies to advocate for equity.

	
	


	Standard 5.  Literate Environment. 

	5.1 Candidates design the physical environment to optimize students’ use of traditional print, digital, and online resources in reading and writing instruction.

	Blog and Poetry Project from RE 5130, Teaching the Language Arts
Book Summaries from RE 5140, Advanced Study of Children’s

Literature
Book Club from RE 5730,

Reading and Writing Instruction

for Intermediate and Advanced

Learners
Reflective summary paper from

RE 5531, Seminar in the Clinical

Teaching of Reading
Classroom Research Report from RE 5040, Teacher as Researcher

	Creating a classroom that is a supportive environment and supports the learning of literature is necessary to promote student learning.  The following artifacts demonstrate my knowledge of how to create an atmosphere that optimizes students’ use of various resources and promotes reading and writing learning opportunities.  In RE 5130, I designed a unit where I sparked the interest of reading and writing among kindergarteners by allowing them to choose their own topics to write about.  We then used both print and digital resources to create a poem that the students illustrated.  In RE 5140, I explored many children’s books in which I critiqued and discussed with classmates to broaden my knowledge of children’s literature.  This will allow me to make future book recommendations to students when they are choosing their own books to read.  We also read The Book Whisperer which discusses the importance of allowing students to choose what they read and setting aside time everyday for independent reading.  In RE 5730, I learned how to effectively run a book club which requires students to work in small groups, rather than independently, to analyze and complete projects based on a specific book.  From RE 5531, I learned how to follow a routine and schedule in order to support provide instruction in a one-on-one setting.  I designed lessons based on feedback discussions with a supervisor.  The reflective paper documents how this routine provided a learning environment that attributed to student progress. My Classroom Research Report for RE 5040 allowed me to design an intervention in which 1st graders worked with 3rd grade “book buddies” to improve their own reading.  This intervention followed a schedule of twice a week for 25 minutes and the students were permitted to choose their own books to read.  

	5.2 Candidates design a social environment that is low risk and includes choice, motivation, and scaffolded support to optimize students’ opportunities for learning to read and write.

	
	

	5.3 Candidates use routines to support reading and writing instruction (e.g., time allocation, transitions from one activity to another, discussions, and peer feedback).

	
	

	5.4 Candidates use a variety of classroom configurations (i.e., whole class, small group, and individual) to differentiate instruction.

	
	


	Standard 6.  Professional Learning and Leadership.  



	6.1 Candidates demonstrate foundational knowledge of adult learning theories and related research about organizational change, professional development, and school culture.

	Product of Learning and

reflections in RE 5525, Product

of Learning
Blog responses from RE 5710, Seminar in Reading and Language Arts

Research
Classroom Research Report from RE 5040, Teacher as Researcher

	Being aware of research related to the field of reading and being reflective about your personal reading practices is necessary to be an effective teacher of reading.  These artifacts are examples of my own reflection throughout the program.  In RE 5525, I created an online portfolio that showcases my work and reflections throughout the program.  Blog responses done in RE 5710, are my responses to research related to the reading field.  Articles read in this course addressed research that impacts the teaching of reading and the importance of teachers being passionate readers themselves.  This course also required me to be reflective of my own reading practices and how this impacts students I teach.  In RE 5040, I designed a research study that allowed me to explore the effects of a Book Buddies approach to reading among the students in a first grade classroom.  I was able to analyze and share my research findings with fellow colleagues to determine if this reading strategy is effective for improving students’ reading and motivation to read.  

	6.2 Candidates display positive dispositions related to their own reading and writing and the teaching of reading and writing, and pursue the development of individual professional knowledge and behaviors.

	
	

	6.3 Candidates participate in, design, facilitate, lead, and evaluate effective and differentiated professional development programs.

	
	

	6.4 Candidates understand and influence local, state, or national policy decisions.

	
	


